contraceptive options in the United States.
Documenting differences in rates of sterilization through the lens of disability improves understanding of sterilization patterns and helps everyone better combat the historic remnants of prejudice and discrimination against women with disabilities. Women with cognitive disabilities experienced different patterns of sterilization than women with no disabilitieseven when accounting for age, race and ethnicity, education, health insurance, poverty, marital status, parity, and health status.
Women with cognitive disabilities are 1.5x more likely to be sterilized.
Women with cognitive disabilities were sterilized more than 2 years younger.
Women with cognitive disabilities were 2.6x more likely to have had a hysterectomy.
There were no differences in sterilization patterns between women with non-cognitive disabilities and women without disabilities. Women with cognitive disabilities were 1.5 times more likely to be sterilized than women without disabilities, even accounting for other characteristics.
Sample: Women aged 15-44 who were not pregnant or trying to become pregnant, not already medically or surgically sterile (e.g., postmenopausal), and without male partners who were medically or surgically sterile (n=9,971).
Implications & Limitations

